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A Comparative Study on Theme-Rheme Progression Patterns in English and Chinese Texts
from the Perspective of Syntactic Differences
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Abstract: Due to differences in natural and cultural environments, English and Chinese belong to different language systems. These
differences manifest in various aspects such as word formation, sentence construction, and particularly in syntactic structures, which
in turn affect the cohesion and coherence of texts. This paper compares the theme-rheme progression patterns in English and Chinese

texts by examining four notable syntactic differences between the two languages.
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Smartphones have brought tremendous
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era of rapid technological advancement.”
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It’ s impressive that he got a perfect score on
the exam.
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A plane from Kunming carried us over a lot of
mountains to the capital of China, Beijing.
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The leading role of technological innovation was
reinforced. To increase China’ s strength in strategic
science and technology, we launched a number of
major sci—tech innovation projects and stepped up
efforts to secure breakthroughs in core technologies
in key fields. We gave full play to the role of higher
education institutions and research institutes and
supported the development of new types of R&D
institutions. Further strides were made in building
international and regional centers for scientific
and technological innovation and comprehensive
national science centers. We provided support for
basic research and applied basic research, with our
country’ s spending on basic research doubling
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over the past five years. The systems for research  [7) ¥fiT. Wi EARGANL [J]. ShELE ( LifgshE 25

' i R ), 1985, (05): 34-38+20.
projects and funding management were reformed AR, I8, S0 VTR R
to grant greater autonomy to research institutions (8] SRIESC. ERIPHTREE D). ACHb o WA WAL

. 1988 4
and researchers and relieve researchers of numerous (g7 wpibms | EE A ELSEE ML g 0 FAMERE
administrative chores. Intellectual property rights Biil, 1994,
protection was bolstered to encourage innovation.  [10] k4. EAHEERERIGIERE SN [J]. SMEHH ST,
International science and technology exchanges 1995 (3) :6-12+80.

and cooperation were promoted. We leveraged — [11 0. T GHRIELT (1], PHRIMEHEF R,
market—based mechanisms to encourage enterprise 2004. @)+ 7-10.
innovations. The additional tax deduction for R&D
expenses was progressively increased, particularly for
manufacturing enterprises and small and medium sci—
tech enterprises, with coverage rising from 50 percent
and 75 percent, respectively, to 100 percent for both.
This policy was extended to cover all eligible sectors
on a temporary basis. All this provided policy support
to enterprises for carrying out basic research and
purchasing equipment. In total, annual innovation
tax breaks and incentives exceeded one trillion yuan.
We also developed financial policy instruments to
facilitate innovation and guided the development
of venture capital. Thanks to these efforts, R&D
spending by enterprises has maintained double—digit
growth, and a large number of innovative enterprises
have emerged.
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