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On 'Freedom' as the Highest Value Pursuit in Education
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Abstract: Understanding the essence of education is a prerequisite for distinguishing the highest value of education. This article
analyzes the essence of education and proposes that true education should focus on the comprehensive development and self-
realization of individuals, rather than simply on the instillation of knowledge. The article analyzes the value goals of education,
including the balance between instrumental rationality and value rationality, social value and individual value, and emphasizes human
freedom and liberation as the ultimate goal of education. Amartya Sen's concept of free development and Marx's theory of human
comprehensive development both prove that education is to promote the comprehensive and free development of human beings,
providing a theoretical basis for the highest value of education. The article concludes that freedom is the core value in education, and
in order to achieve the basic function of education, freedom must be regarded as the highest value goal of education.
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