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An Study of the Content Validity of Reading Comprehension in the PETS3
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Abstract: Public English Test System (PETS3) is a national English proficiency test in mainland China and one of the most
influential English tests in the country. The test consists of three parts: listening, reading and writing, and the text type is narrative. In
terms of ‘test evaluation’, it has high requirements for candidates' language skills, reading comprehension skills, thinking skills, and
cultural knowledge level. In terms of content, the test is relatively easy and examines the candidates' basic knowledge. Therefore, it is
particularly important to study the content validity of the test. This article will study the test from two aspects: the types of questions
and the content validity, with a view to providing a reference for the design of similar English tests.
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