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From Soundscape to Narrative: Sci-fi Sensibilities and Zeitgeist in the Soundtrack of the
Movie Dislocation

Wu,Jiarui
Sound School of Beijing Film Academy, Beijing, 100091, China

Abstract: Through analyzing the soundtrack of the film Dislocation directed by Huang Jianxin, this paper explores the close
relationship between the soundtrack and the narrative in the film. As a pioneering sci-fi film in China in the 1980s, Dislocation not
only shows a bold imagination of the future world in terms of vision and narrative, but also its music successfully creates a strong sci-
fi atmosphere and a sense of mechanics through the use of electronic sound effects, percussion and a small number of melodic themes.
In addition, the paper also points out the limitations of the film in terms of technical conditions and the use of music, and analyzes the
impact of this on the development of Chinese film scores at that time. Finally, the paper discusses the trend and revelation of music
creation in modern science fiction films, and calls on future soundtrack creators to combine advanced technical means to create a
more complex and multi-layered musical language, so that music is not only a creator of atmosphere, but also an important element
to promote the narrative in science fiction films.
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