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Genres and Historical Development of Chengde Shadow Opera
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Abstract: In the past, shadow opera used to be a popular form of entertainment for Chinese folk. Jiang Yuxiang divided Chinese
shadow opera into seven systems. Luanzhou shadow opera is one of the most important of them, and its influence spreads all over
Hebei, Shandong, Beijing and other regions. The shadow opera of Chengde in Hebei Province belongs to the Luanzhou shadow
opera. It can be further subdivided into two major genres, one in the north and the other in the south. This paper mainly introduces
the these two genres of Chengde's shadow, as well as there historical development. The study of the genres and history of the local
shadow opera can help us to grasp the artistic characteristics of shadow opera more accurately and take more effective measures in
the actual protection and inheritance work.
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