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Abstract: As an outstanding representative of paper-cut art in northern China, Yu County’s paper-cuts, with its exquisite carving
techniques, rich color language, and profound folk cultural implications, have become a treasure of China’s intangible cultural
heritage. This paper conducts research from the dual dimensions of artistic characteristics and cultural connotations. Through
analyzing its historical origin, technological system, the influence of traditional thoughts, and regional characteristics, it reveals the
uniqueness of its technique of “using a knife instead of a brush” and the cultural symbolism of “the unity of man and nature”. The
study finds that Yu County’s paper-cuts not only carry the masculine beauty of the culture of Yan and Zhao regions but also construct
a symbolic system of the spiritual world of the folk society through the visual transformation of traditional philosophical thoughts.
However, under the background of the rapid development of modern society, Yu County’s paper-cuts face many challenges. It is
urgent to explore innovative protection paths, promote the living protection of traditional handicrafts, and enable it to rejuvenate in
the new era.
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